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Frankfurt’s first traffic light turns 100 — and signals the way to a
connected future

Frankfurt am Main, 30.04.2026. It has now been 100 years since Frankfurt's very
first traffic light was presented in the Festhalle. Visitors were able to view this at the
“Traffic Control Show” from 3 to 14 April 1926, and Frankfurt’s first traffic light went
into active service on 7 April 1930. This development is still continuing: with the
connected electronic systems found in vehicles today, mobility management is
growing even more intelligent, safe and efficient. The latest solutions from the field
of electrical and electronic systems will be on show at the upcoming
Automechanika Frankfurt from 8 to 12 September 2026.

The “Traffic Control Show” special exhibition took place as part of the Spring Fair that was
held from 11 to 14 April 1926. Even so, it was not until 1930 that the first traffic light went
into operation on the streets of Frankfurt. While Germany'’s first traffic light was
inaugurated in Berlin in 1924, Frankfurt’s first traffic light was set up in the city centre,
where it was trialled at the intersection of Kaiserstral3e and Neue Mainzer Stral3e starting
on 7 April 1930. This marked the start of electrical traffic control. Even so, this traffic light
was still operated manually by a traffic police officer using a switchbox located on the
pavement.

This drew throngs of curious passers-by, so the police officer was usually unable to
maintain an overview of the traffic. As a result of this, the new traffic light was switched off
a week later and equipped with an automatic control system that changed the light at fixed
intervals. Traffic volumes continued to grow, and the number of accidents increased at
this intersection. Because it was only possible to install the traffic light above the overhead
tram lines, the traffic light was placed so high up that people unfamiliar with the area often
did not even know it was there. By 1937, the Frankfurt Building Authority decided to
remove the traffic light.

Due to the war and its impact, it was not until 1951 that Frankfurt once again installed
traffic lights. In the 1960s, the City of Frankfurt set itself the goal of implementing a
centralised electric control of the city’s traffic lights — a goal that was achieved with the
opening of the new traffic control centre in 1992.

From the first mechanically controlled traffic lights to highly networked electronic systems,
the development of traffic control technology has mirrored the rapid progress being made
in mobility. Electronics, software and innovative solutions for tomorrow’s mobility are also
the focus of Automechanika Frankfurt from 8 to 12 September 2026. Be it state-of-the-art
engine electronics, intelligent lighting systems or complex electrical system architectures —
in Hall 4.1 some 200 exhibitors like Clarios Germany GmbH & Co. KG, Osram GmbH,
EXIDE Technologies S.A., EH Europe GmbH and VIGNAL Group SAS will be presenting



the latest developments from the field of Electrics & Electronics. There will also be a focus
on comfort electronics, e-powertrain technologies, battery systems, resources and energy
storage. Also on offer: solutions for battery and thermal management, innovative charging
infrastructures, charging stations and accessories. You will find more information on the
individual exhibitors and their products here — the exhibitor and product search data are
updated daily.

Note for journalists:
News, trends and further expert knowledge can be found online all year round on the
“Gateway to Automotive” at automotive.messefrankfurt.com.
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